Undocumented: The Achitecture of Migrant Detention
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This was the firct thing she
soid when she uas released-

-

“Take me to the sea, or the next biggest thisg.”

Inside, they never let you gee the horizon,

Based on description by Susan Rosenberg, interviewed by Brett Story in CBC Ideas “Alone Inside” (2013)
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Inside, you fose your spatial
bearings and markirgs,

Lt

You lose your lklenﬁ_fy S~ and ‘s-‘uljedhoocl.

Hannah Alvrendt in “Reflections on Violence,” New York Review of Books (1969)
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There qre billions of dollars made in the incarcerafion of human
bodies. There are alot of hands involved i this inductiy, but

fhere arent many faces. In these authorles spaces, we hide the
casualfies of poverty ard displacement, we even try to hide the spaces
themselves. (+is a fyranny without-a tyrant, where nobody rules ard
we are all equally powerless-,

467 Tings Chak
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Status is a fick/e thing.
it can be taken away from you,
and atany moment,

j it can be lost.

It defermines ( .
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But your name is more than q Series of romanized

letters, p honetically transcribed that, when uttered, can
never caplure ifs weight.

It can never come close to the language your given name
Wwas given in.

Your place of birth has nothing todo with the
treachery of borders violently impased onto our bodies,
between our families, and throughout the places we call
home.

Interview with Macdonald Scott, immigration legal consultant and member of No One Is lllegal - Toronto
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You are nof @ minos, asensor, or a dependent,
but you are an eldes; a lover, and a child

YOS

'

E ach morning, a3chool bus drives up to the immigration defention centre.s

N

YAY.

X

Behind barbed wire and a securify gate, children board the bus.

o

— ¢

It becornes a ritual that spells trauma.
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There is an immigration “Tam a fathec and I am a husband .’
defainee on /lunger strike for
over sixty days (n protest of
indefinite detention. Held for
78 months in a maximum
Jecurity prison without charge
or fﬁa/, he said, 7 missed
three of my sons birthdays,

I missd three annivecsayies
wih mywife... T cannot see
myself here 1>eiﬂ9 detamed
inc/efinlk/] and thiaking
about tem . That will drive
me crazy. 8o L have to keep H
out of sight ard put of miad.
How inhumane /s that?”

Amin Mijasiri, interview by End Immigration Detention Network (2013)
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/fccom'fng P Corrections
Canada, solitary confinement

1S euphem istcally calfed
“adwtinistrative segregaton’’
used 19 ensure the “safety of

all mmates, staff, and yisitors,’
rather than for punitive reasons.
In the contwl of bedies,
architectuce manages rsk, so that
fhe system never bhas 4o confront
the power of mmates.

He was put in :eﬁrzﬂaﬁon.

Prisonecs held ia prolonged
’ Segregation speak abouf the ﬁe/i/g
Q =T , of merging with The walls..5

/.
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[solated for up t 23 hours a day

pecple fird wass o communicate 22H: LIGHTS OUT

with ofher detainess thiough the \ where Hhe diskinction
walfs, ﬁm‘{ﬂ" tolet pipes, e’"/’&;“ﬁ betueent an individual’s
of water. |n 2013, Califoraia saw ‘ body and self becomes

(ts largest hungec shike of 30,000 Indistinguishable
inmates i solitary. This mass acbon
was organized over years o Such

Holen conversations. Som Hhe individual cell iself.

474 Tings Chak



Incarceration Scapegoat 7

0
1 =
x
- hy
z ¥
.
£ X w
9 I =
o W
I 2
Q
I ©
b
5 a
Q
4
7 N

—

BEYE MEIGHT
SITNNG

SHOULPER
BREAPTH
MIDSHOULDER
REIGHT S TTING BUTTOCK-TOE
LENGTH

Accordingly, e modern cell s based on the idea of the modern individual the minimum Socia) unit- fp which everything
is Scaled. From the automobile fo the mitro-condommiam, the secure housing ynit to the hospital cubicle, our bodies are
standardized and our needs, quartfied.

Lisa Guenther, interviewed by Brett Story in CBC Ideas “Alone Inside” (2013)
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The minimum habitable space for an incarcerated individ ual is measured.

2 Square metres of foor area

and 3.5 cubig metre of aucspace .

N
T

In thig volhume, the contents of your Iife are caged. But not every human action can be progmmmed or predicted, 04
bodies always find ways o carve out space, to refocus our attention from the yamefy to the lived ex,acrience/ From bhe
container o e contained.

473 Tings Chak
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Amvnas’l bolted down Stainless
skeel formture, cold concrede floors,
frosted narrow windows, and under
a routioe as fixed as the fixtures
emb-edded into the walls, detarnees
find ways € make space .

International Committee of the Red Cross, “Water, Sanitation, Hygiene, and Habitat in Prisons” (2005)
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These are all of the things you can
Own, Stored in the twe dravvlrs ﬂnaf
you are allotted.
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In liew of papers, supports, security, and freedom, ok ects can build space, and that space can become.a refige, a
home for the self. While jailed among 1mmigrant women at Vanér, a polifial activish Shared hec stories of He
eVCryday defiances in The form of .1

hoardled food,

| = | == |

or are flushed dowp the torlef

even if they are tforn down

Interview with Mandy Hiscocks, see boredbutnotbroken.tao.ca
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*2 Fackages of cankeen cookies

* 1 tube/package of pcamd’ buttrev
1 \oalﬁ of m&ms

DIRBCTIONS:

. je,l’ ingrgdiwﬂ al weekly canteen

2. separate creom from cookies

3. crush cookies and mix eream with peanut butler
4. layer cookies mixed with waker | cream “reing’

anoh Sprinkle wikws on top-
n.b. thexe arve Fmbuhhj no candles ra dekenbion

=

The ingenvity of human
l)a'hg.s, re:i&)tfr)g qnoyym/'tfy
through decration, resisting
being reduced to bare life by
simply finding ways to hve.

MM
9
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 FAIL GRRE o "celcbrate” birkdaqs and

those geking released.

Tings Chak
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Just as the architectvre sets limits fo ke body and possible
Inhabitation, the body imp oses limits fo archi tectore’s ambitjons .

In Violence of Architectuce, Bernard Tschumi describes a kitchen
as a space of cooking and eating, yet i€ ean also be a space $or
sleeping, and making love.

This, he ealls, programmatec violence s

Bernard Tschumi in “Architecture and Disjunction,” MIT Press (1996)
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A pnsorer once walked from
Minnesota to Boston rnside his cel,

|

S o (
o

S

o®
~a“

"Ifigvred out how many miles it was, how many fw—bkp m a mile and pacing back and forth In my

cell, Twould count the Steps ... Some days, I collect bugs ... In my mind ... J am Jemonrfmﬁ}vg this is Hhe
environment you put me. in, T m locked away in the dackest dungeon and there’s 22 bugs Comf/y down Yo visit
me. ... that’s my biggest company.”’~ Gregory McMaster, quetel in ‘Alone Inside” on CBC Jdeas (2013).
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georgian

bay

lake huron

lake ontario

Learn more about the strike and ongoing paign: www.endi igrationdetention.com
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The preceding pages are an excerpt from the recently
published book, Undocumented: The Architecture of Migrant Detention
(The Architecture Observer, 2014). Every year, thousands of people
are detained for administrative/immigration purposes in designated
“holding centres” and provincial prisons across the country—they
are held indefinitely, without charge or trial. On any given day,
hundreds of women, men, and children are locked up, primarily poor
people of colour from the global South whose mobility is increasingly
criminalized and illegalized. This work draws its inspiration from
ongoing migrant justice struggles in solidarity with migrants held in
detention in Lindsay, Ontario’s Central East Correctional Centre. Stories
are based on collective organizing work through_No One Is lllegal—
Toronto and the End Immigration Detention Network and research
completed for a Master of Architecture thesis at the University of
Toronto. For more information about the book and campaign, please
visit www. undocumented.ca and www.endimmigrationdetention.com.
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